Beginning Band Instrument Guidelines


Please be careful when purchasing an instrument.  It is best to only buy instruments from reputable music stores. Some instruments contain parts that are not available in the United States making repairs VERY costly.  Many times these poor quality instruments, once broken, cannot be fixed. In order to ensure your child’s success in band, it is important that you be aware of two very important issues regarding the musical equipment he/she will use.

1)
It is imperative that a new band student be allowed to play on a quality instrument (new or used) that is designed specifically for student musicians.  The internet, as well as some large discount stores, is full of poorly designed and poorly made instruments that can greatly diminish a child’s ability to learn and to keep up with fellow students.  A child can neither practice nor perform on an instrument that will not play well.  “Shiny and new” means nothing!

2)
A beginning student needs an instrument that stays in top playing condition and in proper adjustment.  Band instruments, in the hands of adolescents, very often demand ongoing repair and maintenance by trained repair technicians.  A service policy from a full-service school music dealer is recommended.

The following instrument models are approved for use in the beginning band program:

     Flute








  
    Clarinet


Gemeinhardt 3 (open-hole*) 




   Selmer Signet 100 (wood)


or 22SP (closed-hole)






   or Artley/Armstrong 













   *Buffet (any model) 

  
           Saxophone








    Trumpet


Conn, Armstrong, or Selmer




   
   King, Conn, or Bach

*Cannonball






   
          (w/1st valve thumbhook)











          *Bach Stradivarius


           Trombone








    Percussion


King, Conn, or Bach





   
   Pearl Jr. Percussion Kit


(student models)






   
   (bells/ practice pad in backpack case)


*any model with F attachment






* most recommended

Any alternatives to the above must be presented to and approved by the band director

