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Greetings Blue Note Winds students and parents; welcome to the 2017-18 school year!  One of Cuthbertson’s goals is to go “practically paperless”, so we will be communicating through our band website www.cuthbertsonband.org and Charms.

PLEASE READ ENTIRE WELCOME LETTER – LOTS OF NEW INFORMATION INCLUDED


Basic Band Information

· All High School band students will be required to participate in the Fall, Winter, “Works in Progress”, and Spring Concerts as well as the Union County Concert Preview, the North Carolina Bandmasters District MPA Festival and HS Graduation.  Other required performances will be scheduled throughout the year as they become available.  Band students are also eligible to audition for participation in District Honor, All County, and All State bands as well as a number of other University Honor Bands.  
· The Wind Ensemble has also been chosen to perform at the 2018 Music for All National Concert Band Festival in Indianapolis.  This is one of the top performance opportunities in the country and is a huge honor that our ensemble was selected.  This is a required performance for the Blue Note Winds students. 
· The 2017-18 Band Handbook is now available on our website!   By participating in band each student agrees to abide by the policies of the band handbook.  The handbook acknowledgment form needs to be signed by both students and parents by Wednesday 8/30.  Printed copies of the Band Handbook will be available for families with limited Internet access.
· All students will participate in the North Carolina district MPA performance.  The band program is expected to cover our own bus transportation costs, which will be $35.00 per student, which will be due by October 1st.  We would prefer this to be paid in Charms.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Concert Schedule –all dates are for Blue Note Winds students. Cut away this portion to post on your calendar or refrigerator!

All performances are considered mandatory participation and are graded events.  It is impossible to have a truly successful performance unless each member is in attendance.  Therefore, we always give advance notice for performances so all members can arrange their calendars accordingly.  Please do not schedule appointments or make out-of-town trips when a performance is scheduled!

Joint Concert with UNCC Wind Ensemble


October 4th 



Fall Concert (HS bands)





November 6th 

AASU Winterfest, Savannah, GA (selected students only) 
November 17th – 19th 
Winter Concert (all HS bands)


 

December 14th 

District Honor Band Auditions (optional, but recommended)
January 6th 

Concert Band “Camp” (all HS bands)



January 12th and 13th  

UGA Janfest, Athens, GA (selected students only) 

January 18th – 21st  
All County Band (selected students only)


February 16th -17th 

 “Works in Progress” Concert (HS Bands)


February 22nd  

Union County Concert Preview




February 27th 

Music for All National Concert Band Festival, Indianapolis
March 14th – 18th   

NC Bandmasters District MPA Concert Band Festival

March 22nd or 23rd (one date chosen by district)
 

Solo and Ensemble Festival (optional)



May 12th  

Spring Concert (all HS bands)




May 24th  

End of year Celebration



 

June 1st 

Graduation






June 9th 
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Homework
All band students have daily homework – to PRACTICE ( .  Band homework is to review the material we covered in class that day and prepare music we will play the next day.  When done correctly, this makes for a weekly average of 150 minutes of practice time. Students may need more practice time on certain units to keep on track with the class.  Parents will be notified if students get behind.  Progress will be measured will weekly “pass-off” quizzes, where students play individually on small portions of class music.



Binder
We will be using the same binders that were given to students last year.  Supplemental information will be given out to be included in the binder.  If the binder has too much wear from last year it can be replaced with a 1” white binder.  The binder should contain the warm-ups, technique exercises, scales, small ensemble music and extra materials for their instrument from last year.  The binder needs to have each student’s name on the cover.  Students should keep a PENCIL in the inside pocket.  Including some clear pages for sheet music is recommended.  If a student needs to replace a missing binder, they will need to check out the master copy for their instrument and makes copies on their own, or purchase a full replacement for $15.


Instrument Repair

If a student’s instrument is being repaired, please bring a note signed by a parent and make every effort to secure a “loaner” instrument to be used until the instrument is returned.  Students will need to use their own mouthpiece for the loaner instrument until their instrument is finished with repairs.  Students will still be expected to participate in class while repairs are occurring.

 Smartmusic
This is online program and is available to use on CHROMEBOOKS. It is an excellent resource to become a better musician and contains thousands of band AND solo music pieces to help make practicing music more FUN. 

Private Lessons 
Private lessons are the absolute best way to speed the advancement of performance skills on a musical instrument.  For parents who wish to provide the ideal learning environment and students who wish to make rapid improvement,   THIS IS THE WAY TO GO!  Specialists on the instruments have openings in their studio at the beginning of the school year.  Email Mrs. Ebert at Katie.ebert@ucps.k12.nc.us  to find the perfect instructor.


Concert attire

High school concert attire is tuxes for the gentlemen, and the black blouse and pants for ladies.  Attire is provided, however, students provide their own dressy black shoes and gentleman need to provide a white long sleeved dress shirt. The ladies will be allowed to keep their concert wear at home, however, if they fail to return it at the end of the year, there is a $75 replacement cost.


Student Band To-Do Checklist – please complete list by Wednesday 8/30
_____ Please sign and return the Handbook Acknowledgement form.

_____ Bookmark our band website at http://www.cuthbertsonband.org
_____ Check out Smartmusic at www.smartmusic.com 
_____ Login to Charms and complete the list on the separate Charms Handout
“Be the change you want to see!” 
Family Information Page

Band Boosters
Membership in the Band Boosters is optional for families, but is required in order to vote on items at our meetings.  Also, as an added perk, Band Booster members and immediate family members will get in free to the Fall, Winter, “Works in Progress”, and Spring concerts.  The regular meetings of the Cuthbertson Band Boosters will be held at Cuthbertson at 7 P.M. on the 3rd Thursday of each month during the school year.  We hope every parent finds an activity or a committee to which they can contribute.
Membership form - http://host1.brevistech.com/~cuthbert/Band_Boosters.php


Concession Stand
We have been granted the opportunity to run the concessions stands at all CHS home sports events -- and CMS football too!  This is an incredible -- and fun! --opportunity for us to raise funds for the band program and take our young musicians to the next level.  For the fall season, we'll be working all basketball, football, soccer and volleyball games -- a total of 38 events in all!  We're inviting each family to give just 4 hours of their time this season to help out in our various concessions locations.  Please keep an eye out in Charms where you can sign up to lend a hand!


Fundraisers
This year we have some new and exciting fundraising opportunities as well as some old favorites returning.  Fundraisers may include the Cuthbertson concession stands, Autobell tickets, Holiday Bazaar, Zombie Run in October, and the Color Run 5K in May! There are some great opportunities for families to raise money for the band and for your family band account.  As always, participation is optional and appreciated! We still have room on the Fundraising Committee if you are interested in helping – please email Beth at decel5@yahoo.com for information.


Volunteer Opportunities

Parent volunteers are the backbone of the Band Booster organization.  Your willingness to volunteer time to meet the needs of the Cuthbertson instrumental program is truly appreciated!  Remember, band chaperones are required to have UCPS approval.  https://volunteers.ucps.k12.nc.us
To volunteer, please log into your Charms account at: www.charmsoffice.com.  Go to CALENDAR ~ Volunteers ~ Select event from list.  You can also reach this screen by clicking on the multicolored hand on the calendar event itself.  If you’re having issues with your charms office login or wish to manually sign up for an event, please email Robin Plemmons at cuthband.travel@gmail.com


How to make payments 

All payments can be submitted in Charms electronically or brought into the band room by check.  Checks should be made payable to CBB (please place in an envelope with your student’s name on outside and what the payment is for).  To pay by CC - please contact our treasurer, cuthband.treasurer@gmail.com and she can help. As always, we do not accept cash.


Band To-Do Checklist – please complete list by Wednesday 8/30
_____ Please sign and return the Handbook Acknowledgement form.

_____ Return the Band Booster form and $30 to join – perks include free admission to the 4 concerts for your household!
_____ Re-link your Harris Teeter Together in Education VIC cards to number 7721 this August 
· Circle your phone number on the Handbook Acknowledgement Form for easy linking

_____ Login to Charms and complete the list on the separate Charms Handout


To our parents, we want to thank you specifically for supporting this wonderful endeavor for your child.  We know that it takes extra time to bring your children to rehearsals, make sure they transport their instrument back and forth, and just be a cheerleader at home during your child’s hard work.  Thank you so much for all of the extra things you do to help your child and our school.  If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact us; the quickest way being through email. 

Musically yours,






 Todd Ebert, Director of Bands
Todd.ebert@ucps.k12.nc.us 
Katie Ebert, Assistant Director of Bands Katie.ebert@ucps.k12.nc.us
Alex AsKew, Associate Director of Bands Alexander.askew@ucps.k12.nc.us[image: image2.png]| ]





